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God wants all to be saved and, thus, calls us through His Gospel. The
3,000 converts at Pentecost, the Ethiopian eunuch, the Philippian Jailer,
Cornelius the Centurion, Lydia, even Paul provide us paradigms for the journey
from darkness to light. As we observe their journeys we often find a SEEKER
realizing his NEED for God's intervention in his life. As soon as he comes to
trust in Jesus’ GRACE, he is moved to REPENTANCE which leads to
SALVATION. The promise of salvation also includes both the indwelling of the
HOLY SPIRIT and the fellowship of the CHURCH.

For example in Acts 2, Peter and the other brothers encounter a large
gathering of Jews...

seeking God through the festival of Pentecost.
Upon hearing the gospel, many were cut to heart with their need

for reconciliation to God. Peter offers them a solution for their sins
and their resultant separation from God.

Those that believed the message of grace were compelled by
the cross...

to repent ...

and be baptized for the forgiveness of their sins (salvation).
They also realized Peter’s promise that they would receive the gift of
the Holy Spirit.

These early converts joined together in fellowship daily as the first
Church in the New Testament.

The following bible studies are designed to be a flexible tool to aid the
seeker along this journey. While every true seeker arrives at the same
destination, all begin from unique starting points. Along the way, different
Scriptures may prove more applicable and effective. Please make the effort
to memorize all the scriptures which might be applied to facilitate a seeker’s
path to salvation.

Of course, God always has the final Word:

“All Scripture is God breathed and useful for teaching, rebuking,
correcting, and training in righteousness, so that the man of God
may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.”




Seek Seeking God
God :
urpose

Seeking God is a study to clarify what it takes to pursue a rdationship with God. While this
sudy will clear up many misconceptions, it can likewise provide grest inspiraion for one to
wholeheartedly seek our Lord and God. In some cases, you may need to share these scriptures with
a seeker who has become complacent dong the path in his’her search.

= Matthew 7.7 & 7:13-14. One of the great promises of the bible: everyone who
seeks findsl Plus, one of the great warnings in the bible: only a few will find.
If only afew find God, then how many actualy seek Him?

= Luke 13:22-30. Yes, only afew will be saved, therefore, make every effort to
seek. Those who smply ‘try’ will be caught off guard by ther regection from
the kingdom of God. How can you make every effort to seek Him? These
efforts should help develop and increase your faith in Jesus Why is it so
dangerousto smply ‘try?

= Matthew 6:25-33. The greatest enemy of best is good. What good things can
digract you from seeking God as your firgt priority? What changes must you
make in order to make God's kingdom and righteousness your top priority?

= Matthew 13:44-46. Finding God is like finding a great treasure or a vauable
pearl. Is it a joy for you to sacrifice everything in exchange for God's grace?
Do you redly understand and believe the trade off?

= Acts 8:26-40. Here's an example of a seeker who humbly puts God firg, thus
finding Him and finding great joy. Take note that the Ethiopian Eunuch was. a
busy man, a man who needed a disciple's help to seek God, a man who used
the bible as his guide to finding God, a man who was eager to be baptized.

Additional Helpful Scriptures:

» Acts17:10-11 = Danid 93 = Acts17:22-27
= Jeremiah 29:10-13 = Hebrews11:6 = 2" Chronides 15:1-4
= Deuteronomy 4:28-31 = 1% Timothy 4:7b-8
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Seek Knowing Jesus
God :
urpose

The Apostle Paul’s great dedre was to know Jesus and the power of His resurrection
(Philippians 3:10). Likewise, he prays that God may give us the wisdom o that we may know Him
better (Ephesians 1:17). Few people seeking a relationship with Jesus have an accurate picture of
Him. Before one can embrace true discipleship, he or she must first know, respect, even love the
man to be followed. Otherwise, discipleship remans a mere commitment to ‘commitment.’
Knowing Jesus is a prerequiste for following Him. While this sudy will help, you may indead ask
seekers to read through a gospe (suggest one week as a timeframe), liging every inspiring
observation they make about Jesus. Y ou can then discuss and celebrate that list with them.

= John 11 & 114. Jesus is God, yet he became man for us. Why would he do
that? What type of man would be described as “full of grace and truth?’

= John 2:13-17.  Jesus burned with zed for righteousness. He was aman who
acted on that zedl.

= John 3:1-16. Jesus taught the teachers. Later, Nicodemus was so amazed by
Jesus  righteousness that he began to defend him before the intimidating
council of Jewish leaders (John 7: 50-51). Ultimady, Nicodemus was s0
moved by Jesus sacrificid love, that he exposed his commitment to Jesus by
caring for his burid John 19:38-39). What type of man inspires someone like
Nicodemus to leave everything and start anew?

= John 6:35. Jesus was more than a good moral teacher; he pointed to himsdf
as the source of spiritua nourishment. Could a mere human teacher make
such daements aout himsdf? (You may wish to view other “I Am’
datements of Jesus in John's gospe: 8:12, 858, 9.5 10:7, 10:11, 11:25,
13:13, 15:1, 18:37) He does not give us the option of smply admiring Him;
you must conclude that either Heis mad or Heis Lord!

= John 14:1-6. Jesus is the only way. What more could he do to lovingly show
us that one true way? If you get to know him, you will folow him. He will
lead you to heaven.

Additional Helpful Scriptures:

=  John4:1-42 = Hebrews1:3 = Hebrews4:15-16
= John 12:32 »  Hebrews2:9-11 » 1% ohn25-6
= Luke4:1-13 = Hebrews2:17-18 = Mark 1:32-39
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Seek |  The Word of God

God
Purpose

Faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the word of Christ
(Romans 10:17). Thus, the am of sudying the Word of God is to help a seeker build faith in Jesus.
One must accept the bible as the one tue standard (vs. fedings, experiences, peers opinions, or
family traditions) by which to live life if oneisto know true sdvation from Jesus.

= 2" Timothy 3:16-17.  The bible is highly useful; use it to train in righteousness. Have
you trained for anything in life? What principles of training ensure success? The bible
thoroughly equips us, thus, it is dl we need to seek a righteous life filled with every
good work. Man'’ s traditions cannot improve the Word as it equips and guides us.

= Hebrews 4:12-13. In the find andyss, we will give a full accounting to God. We won't
be able to hide anything from Him. Thus, why is it S0 important to aoply the Word to
our life now? What can the Word do? How does penetrating power of the Word benefit
us?

= 1% Timothy 4:15-16. Life and doctrine are both important. What is the result of
negecting one or both? What is the result of persevering in both? Discuss principles of
bible sudy that will produce correct doctrine. Suggest ways to put the bible's teaching
into practice.

= John 8:31-32. How are these particular Jews described? Is bdief auffident if it is not
accompanied by obedience? Who are redly Jesus disciples? How will you know the
truth? How will you be set free?

= John 12:47-48. Take note of Jesus purpose for coming to you. The Word will judge us
if wergect it. Rgecting the Word is equated with rgjection of Jesus and his savation.

= Acts 17:10-11. A noble response to God's Word is an eager examination of it everyday!
This is a great challenge to issue to any seeker! Suggest studying a gospel this week to

know Jesus better.

Additional Helpful Scriptures:
= John7:17 = 2" Timothy 2:15 = 1% Corinthians 4:4
»  Mathew 13:1-23 » 1% Thessdonians 2:13 = 2" Pger 1:19-21
= 2 Peter 3:16 = Psam 119:60 =  Proverbs 3:5, 14:12,
= Mak 7:6-9 » pnd Timothy 4:2-3 16:2, 28:26, 30:5-6,
=  John 8:31-32 =  [Ezekid 33:30-33 289
= James 1:22-25 = Jude3
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NSeeeed Discipleship

Purpose
The Holy Spirit comes to “convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and
judgment” (John 16:8). The Holy Spirit heps us See Our Need. Through His scriptures on
Discipleship, He convicts us concerning Righteousness. Thus, these Scriptures should: clear up
common misconceptions about following Jesus, convict us of our rgection of true discipleship, and
inspire us to answer the true cdl of Jesus.

= Acts 11:25-26. How many times is the word Chrigtian tsed in NT? How many times
is the word disciple used? How would you define the word "disciple’ nornt
religioudy? If you asked someone on the dreet, "Are you a Christian,” what would
be the typica answer? How about being a disciple? Why the difference among
synonyms? How can we use the Bible to define “ Christian?’

» Luke 9:23-27. Emphasize the heart that God wants. What are the three demands of
discipleship? What does it mean to "deny yoursdf?' What does it mean to “take up
you cross dailly?” How can we be “ashamed of Jesus and His words?” What is the
conseguence of this shame?

= Luke 9:57-62. Examine the issues involved with each person - thoughtless following,
excuse making, and second thoughts. Note the pardled between “follow me’ and
“preach everywhere the kingdom of God.”

» Luke 13:22-27. Does Jesus answer the question? What's the difference for you
between trying and making every effort? Why are the rejected seekers surprised?

= Mark 1:16-20. Wha is the invitation? Which is easier to do, catch a fish or catch a
man for God? Even fishing needs input. Following Jesus, being taught, discipled,
traned for his misson... are you involved in that process? If you are not fishing for
men, are you following Jesus?

= Matt. 28:18-20. The Great Commisson: God's plan to save the world. Which would
you rather have a penny doubled daily for a month or $1,000 a day for a month?
Likewise, amultiplying chain of disciples best achieves the mission.

= Matthew 22: 34-40. The Greatest Commandment! How can you better love God and
neighbors? (Hint: He who has been forgiven much will love much...)

Additional Helpful Scriptures:
» Luke14:25-35 *  Matthew 10:26-39 »  Matthew 7:21-27

= Matthew 25:31-46 = Colossans 3:13 = |Lukell:1-4
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See .
Need Sin

Purpose
While we want al seekers to be saved by grace, there is no grace if we perceive no sn.
Of course, dl have snned (Romans 3:23); therefore, we al desperately need the grace of God
(Romans 6:23). Thus, the am of this sudy is to help seekers see themsdalves as our Holy God sees
them utterly sinful and separated from our God. This redization brings about a dedre for both
forgiveness and repentance. Pray for the Holy Spirit to convict seekersin this study (John 16:8).

= Romans 3:23, 6:23. See comments above.

= Luke 7:36-50. Jesusis a bridge between your sn and your potentid for love. The more you
gopreciate your sinful indebtedness to Jesus;, the more you will be grateful for his grace.
The end result: you love much (i.e. Discipleship). Conversdly, the less you appreciate your
ganful indebtedness, the smaler your gratitude and the less you love. Is your atitude
toward your sn more like Smon's or more like the snful woman's? Suggest some
practics to get in touch with your dnful indebtedness: Study specific Sins as detalled by
the Bible Condder the most recent time you committed that sin; condder the firgt time
consder your attitude towards God each time you indulged that sin. Journas/discussons
timelines dl hdp increase one' s gppreciation of our debt through sin.

= Mark 7:21-22. Take ownership for snl We ae responsble for our own sn. Despite
genetics, parenting, peer pressures, and socio-economic conditions, Sn comes from within
our own hearts and makes us unclean. What is the consequence of being unclean before
God? Discuss the sins catalogued by Jesus. Add scriptures, which catalog sins - if needed.

= Galatians 5:19-21.  Sinful deeds are obvious. What does “will rot inherit the Kingdom of
God” mean? Be as specific as necessary to both explain and share about the sins listed.

= Ephesians 5:3-13. Not even a hint or a mention of sn should be the standard for followers
of Jesus. Has anyone ever shared “empty words’ with you in order to minimize God's
wrah to sn and snners? Exposng sn to the light is a great step toward proclaming a red
need for grace.

= James 4:17. Sinsof commisson (Snsyou commit) vs. Sns of omisson (virtues you omit).

» |saiah 59:1-3. Your sn has made a separation between you and your God. This study is not
just about alist of sins, but instead about the depth of your separation from your Fether.

Additional Helpful Scriptures:

= Revdaion 21:8 = 1% Corinthians 6:9-11 =  Maithew 5:48
= Revdation 21:24-27 = Co 35-11
»  Romans 1:21-32 = 2" Timathy 31-5
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BELIEVE _
GRACE | The Cross of Christ

Purpose

“For God s0 loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever bedieves in
him should not perish but have eternd life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn
the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.” (John 3:16-17)

Here, the gospe message reaches its peak. We are saved through grace. There is hope! We
are saved through Jesus loving sacrifice. Be sure that the seeker has seen higher need for grace,
and this study in grace will be powerful. It's dso important for the seeker to understand higher
reponsbility for Jesus death. Edablishing personal responshbility will later regp great grditude
and joy for Jesus personal love and forgiveness.

Romans 3:21-27. All ae in complete need of grace for dl have snned. Chrig is
propitiation or atonement (temple illustration) for the wrath we've earned. He redeems
(davery illustration) us, he justifies (legal illustration) us. Discusstheilludrations.

= Romans 4:22-25. We have Jesus righteousness credited to us via fath. Jesus died for our
sins and was raised for our justification. He takes our sins and gives His righteousness!

= Romans 5:6-11. Jesus died for us while we were a our worst, enemies of God, weak and
anful. Hisblood changes dl that and reconciles us to God.

=  Mark 14:26-15:41. Jesus chose to die for us. Who killed Jesus? | did. You did. Reflect on
the reasons why Jesus endures these fflictions (my sinsrequireit, and His love offersiit).

= 1% Peter 2:21-25. Why did Jesus die on the cross for us? So that we might de to sin and
live for the new righteousness that the cross provides. Thisis our response to the cross.

= Acts 2:36-41. Peter has preached the message of the cross. What are the next steps?

= John 3:16-21. Do you prefer the darkness over the light? Are you ready to move into the
light of God' s grace?

Additional Helpful Scriptures:
» |saiah52:13-53:13 = Acts2:22-38 » Ephesans2:1-10
* Psam22 » Colossans2:13-14 = John1:29
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Repent-
ance Repentance

Purpose

After believing grace, the biblica response is to repent and be baptized for forgiveness of
sins (Acts 2:36-38). Repentance, however, is a powerful blessng from God that has been stripped of
its potency. The Greek word for repentance, metanoia, means “after — mindset.” With this gift of
‘hindsight,” we see clearly to take the right path... the path of living for God rather than for sdf. Be
careful not to present repentance as a work that leads to sdvation; rather, it is our awakening to
come to our senses and live the way God had dways intended for us. It is more than a decison; it is
God dlowing usto see anew worldview, which always results in the fruit of aturned, changed life.

= 2nd Corinthians 5:14-21. Why does Peter call us to repent as a response to the cross (Acts 2:38)7
Because we are convinced of Jesus love for us through the cross. His love motivates us to repent;
that is, to live for Him rather than for oursdves. Jesus resurrection opens our eyes to look beyond
the earthly redlm. The old is gone, the new has come! What does the new life look like? How do
we view people through our new repentant eyes?

= Luke 3:7-14. The fruit d repentance is the evidence of a changed mindset. John the Baptist ingsted
on repentance before baptism. If you were to ask John, “What should | do?” — how would he
respond to you? (Notice that he directs no one to pray and weep before God, confessing how bad
he or she fedls about his or her sins— which many people today confuse for repentance.)

= Luke 13:1-5, 6-9. Jesus preaches that without repentance, we will al perish. He likewise expects to
find fruit every time there is true repentance.

= Acts 26:15-21. Jesus gives Paul the charge to “open their eyes’ (eg. the “red pill” of the Matrix or
the Chrigmas ghods for Scrooge) so that “they may turn” and prove their repentance by ther
deeds. Repentance involves anew perspective, aturning of dlegiance, and fruit.

= 2 Corinthians 7:8-11. Beware of worldly sorrow. Have you previoudy confused sorrow(s) with true
repentance? Thoroughly examine godly sorrow, because it leads to repentance and salvation.

= 2nd Timothy 2:24-26. Has God aready opened your eyes via the Scriptures? Can you now see the
truth? Then it's time to escagpe the devil’s snares. God wants you to be set free from that captivity.
Do not neglect this gift that God grants us.

Additional Helpful Scriptures:

= | uke16:19-31 = Romans12:1-2 = | ukel19:1-10vs. Luke 18:18-30
=  Acts3:19-20 = Romans2:4 = Col 2220-23v. Titus 2:11-12
= Acts 28:25-28 = Acts5:30-31; 11:18 = |Lukel51-2,11-32
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Salva- i

Purpose
“For | will give you words and wisdom that none of your adversaries will be able to resist or
contradict.” (Luke 21:15)
After preaching about the cross, Peter cdls his hearers to repent and be baptized for the
forgiveness of sns (Acts 2:38). This sudy helps etablish the link between Christ’s sacrifice and our
forgiveness of sins by means of baptism.

= Colossians 1:13-14. What is sdvation or redemption? It's the forgiveness of sins by the
blood of Jesus.

= Acts 2.36-41.  When do we receive the forgiveness of sins? Baptiam is for the forgiveness
of dns, because it is our connection to Jesus deeth, buria, and resurrection. Those whao
accepted this message were baptized, thus they were saved (note the parallel inv. 47).

= Romans 6:1-4. We are baptized into Jesus death, buriad, and resurrection. (Thus, Peter
directed his hearers to be baptized in response to the cross — Act 2:38). We, too, will be
raised to anew life through baptism. Thus, we are born again.

= Romans 10.5-13. (note the reference to Deut. 30:12-13 and Jodl 2:31) Like Paul, dl in
Rome who were baptized, were baptized to be raised to a new life. Also like Paul, dl who
cdl on the name of the Lord will be saved (Acts 22:16). We profess Jesus to be Lord (Thus,
we are no longer Lord of our life — a statement of Repentance. See 2" Tim. 2:19 and Acts
2:21, 38) at our baptism. Are you ready to make Jesus your Lord?

= Acts 22:7-16. After encountering Jesus, repenting, praying, fasing (see Acts 9:9, 11), being
heded, and being cdled by God, Paul Hill remains in gn until he is baptized. He cdls on
the name of the Lord at his baptism. Have you made Jesus the Lord of your life? Then...
“What are waiting for? Get up, be baptized and wash your sins avay!”

Additional Helpful Scriptures:

= John33-5 = Acts8:26-40 * Ephesans4:4-6; 5:26
= John13:6-11 »  Acts18:24-26 » Gdaians3:23-27

= Titus33-5 = Hebrews10:22 » Mark 16:16

= Colossans2:11-14 = 1% Peter 3:21
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Spirit & i
R The Holy Spirit

Purpose

Encourage the seeker that he/she will indeed recelve the gift of God's Holy Spirit. After
baptism, we ae sustained by the help of the Spirit. He works powerfully in the life of every
baptized disciple of Christ. You may want to @mbine this sudy with a study of the Church, as both

gifts (the Spirit and the Church) from God help us hold fast to our confession to the end.

= Acts 2:36-38. Notice the harmony with John 3:5 and Titus 3:5 (perhaps from
a previous study on baptism). At baptism, we are born again via water and the
Spirit. As we are made holy by Jesus blood, we are dso filled with the Holy

Spirit.

= John 7:.37-39.  After Jesus glorification (crucifixion and resurrection), God
st His Spirit to flow from within us like dreams of running water.
Previoudy (OT), the Spirit came upon people. Now, He dwells within us.

= John 16:5-11. The Spirit convicts us (and the world) with regard to dn,
righteousness, and judgment. He does this abundantly through His Word,
which He gave to the Apostles as they were guided into dl truth (John 16:13).

= Ephesians 3:14-21. We ae drengthened with red power through the Spirit
who dwells within us. Understanding Jesus amazing love for us is a source of
that strength.

= Romans 85-16. A poweful daement on the Spirit's role in our Chrigtian
walk. A Spiritual mindset brings life and peace, and obedience to God's word.
Be secure that the Spirit of Chrigt dwells in you, thus you belong to Him. The
Spirit leads usinto freedom from fear to confirm God as our Father.

= Galatians 5:22-23. Thefruit of the Spirit! Expect it. Pursueit. Thisisthe best
‘evidence that you have received the Holy Spirit.

Additional Helpful Scriptures to clear up misconceptions about the Spirit:

= John 14:16-18v. 1% Sam = Ex45, 1% Kg17:24, = Rom1:11, 12:4-8v. 1¥
16:13, 19:18-24; Act 2:1- Mk 16:20, Act 14:3, Cor 2:1-5,12:4-11
4,8:16, 10:44-45 Heb 2:4 = Act6:3-6

= Luke1:15v. John 10:41 = Act818 » 1% Cor 13:8-12
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SpINt& | The Church

Church

Purpose

Encourage the seeker that each will not be left to fend for one's sdf after baptism. Instead,
Jesus baptizes us into the body, the church (1% Corinthians 12:12-13) to be joined by a team of
likeminded disciples in our devotion to Him. These brothers and sisters are meant to be a continua
source of encouragement in our walk with Christ. Even more good news!

= Acts 2:40-47. The firg 3,000 converts joined together in devotion to the
Apodles teaching, felowship, bresking of bread, and prayer. A beautiful
view of the early church. How would such a church be received today?

» 1% Corinthians 12:12-27. The Spirit baptizes us into the body of Jesus, his
church. The church condggts of diginct yet unified pats, just like a human
body. God, Himsdlf, has aranged it this way. We are the church; each of us
mus ectively look for the disinct yet unified ways we are to support this
body. How will you help build up the body of Christ?

= Ephesians 4:1-16. Making every effort to mantan the unity of the Spirit in
the church requires humility, patience, gentleness, and <dflessness We
mantan unity on the essentids of doctrine — one Lord, one fath, one
baptism. God provides specific offices within the church in order to prepare
us for works of service which build up the body.

»= Hebrews 10:22-25. After being washed in baptism, we need the continua
exhortations of brothers and ssters to stay the course. Prepare in advance how
you will spur on felow Chrigians in the fdlowship. Also prepare to receive
biblica input that will result in grester love and good deeds. Why is missng
mestings of the body described as a bad habit? Why and when do we meet?

= Hebrews 3:12-14. We each have the charge and the responshbility to see D it
that no one has a gnful, unbeieving heart that tuns away from God. Daly
encouragement helps everyone stand firm until the end.

= 2" Corinthians 8:7. God loves a chearful giver. Our giving supports the body
aswe reach out to aworld in need of Jesus.

Additional Helpful Scriptures:

» 1% John 1:5-10 = John 17:20-26 »  John 13:34-35
= Eph.2:19-20 = Col. 1:18
=  Rom. 12:4-8 = Cal.2:18-19
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